SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 12th July 2010 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 p.m.
PRESENT

Cllrs D H Gale, (Chairman), N Aldis, M Bartlett, P Blaine, D Broughton, P Jones, M Pettitt,  M Scott, D Sharman, P Sharman, R Smith, Mrs S Sutton, J Welbourn and G White.

1.  Apologies: For absence were received from Cllr Osborne for late attendance.

2.  Statutory declarations of interest from members   
(F16/10)

(a) Prejudicial Interests

Cllr Blaine – Planning application CB/10/02208/FULL as he is a personal friend of the applicant and planning application CB/10/02126/FULL as he is a trustee of the Skatepark where the shelter is to be situated.
Cllr Aldis - Planning application CB/10/02208/FULL as he is a personal friend of the applicant and planning application CB/10/02126/FULL as he is a trustee of the Skatepark where the shelter is to be situated. Item 13, confidential item as he is an allotment holder.

(b) Personal interests
Cllr Aldis – Item 9, Swimming in Sandy, as he is a Governor of Sandye Place School.
Cllr Pettitt – Item 11, Highways liaison meeting report, as he is a resident of Swansholme Gardens.
Cllr Wellbourne - Planning applications CB/10/02208/FULL and CB/10/02306/LD as the applicants are patrons of his public house.
3. Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council (F17/10)

Cllrs Blaine and Aldis, having declared a prejudicial interest in the applications, left the Chamber prior to consideration of applications CB/10/02208/FULL and CB/10/02126/FULL.
Resolved: That the following comments be sent to the planning department at Central Bedfordshire Council:

CB/10/02208 – Full application for a single storey rear extension at 1 Edward Close Sandy
No objections
CB/10/01717 -  Full application to redevelop existing conservatory at 34 Girtford Crescent
No objections.

CB/10/02126 – Full application for installation of a youth shelter at the Skatepark, Sunderland Road, Sandy

The Town Council supports this application to increase provision for young people at the recreation Ground.

CB/10/02261 – Advertisement Consent for a number of signs at Somerfields, Girtford Bridge, Sandy

No objections.

CB/10/02378 – Full application for change of use from motorway restaurant site to open car sales yards and hand car wash (retrospective) at land adjoining Sandy Service Station, Girtford Bridge, Sandy
The Town Council supports this application because it brings employment opportunities to Sandy, however, it deplores the retrospective nature of the application.  Officers are asked to consider the road markings indicating the correct access for the used car sales lot as they appear to be confusing.

CB/10/02306 – Lawful Development Certificate for the retention of existing dwelling house at Long Lake Meadow, High Road, Seddington, Sandy

Objection

The development should not be authorised as it has never been a lawful site. 
It is unwelcome development in the countryside and outside the settlement envelope.

The property is situated on the floodplain.

The access to the site from the A1 is difficult and dangerous.

4. Minutes








(F18/10)

The Minutes of the Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 24th May 2010 and as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meeting on Monday 21st June 2010, were signed.

5. Position of outstanding authorised contracted works
 (F19/10)

(a) Special items from the Revenue Account
Churchyard

Tree work


    £3000.00
Scheduled to take place in the Autumn, apart from 2 trees which have been felled because they were dangerous.

Resolved: That this item be noted.
Gate Pier repair

    £1500.00

On order.



Resolved: That this item be noted.
Car Park

Hard surface to market container
  £700.00
On order, to take place at the end of July.
Resolved: That this item be noted.
Playing Fields

Yara Complex Fertiliser



£1,600.00
The spring application was completed in April.

Resolved: That this item be noted.
 (b) Capital Account

Sunderland Road Recreation Ground

Jenkins Pavilion Heating Controller
   £2,050.00
On order.

Resolved: That this item be noted.
Stratford Road

Mobile scaffolding tower

   £1,200.00
Two groundsmen have been trained in their use and the tower is on order.


Resolved: That this item be noted.
SEG

Planter outside library


   £1,000.00
In situ.



Resolved: That this item be noted and may now be deleted.
Cricket Club

Contribution to new roller

   £3,000.00
Grant sent an and a receipt received.
Resolved: That this item be noted and may now be deleted.
Car Park

Removal of Concrete kerbs and re-marking

   £3,910.00
To be undertaken in the school holidays.
Resolved: That this item be noted.
Church Clock

Contribution to automatic winding system

£1,720.00
Work had been carried out and alterations completed..

Resolved: That this item be noted and may now be deleted.
 (c)Interest on Capital Account

Benches

3 x Replacement benches

  £1350.00


Two have been ordered.

Resolved: That this item be noted.
Bedford Road Recreation Ground

3 x self-closing gates


  £2,600.00



Work complete. NB the gates are finished in yellow paint for ease of identification of access points, they do not need further treatment.
Resolved: That this item be noted and may now be deleted.
Bus shelters

Repair to 3 shelters


   £469.00

Work complete.
Resolved: That this item be noted and may now be deleted.
6. Financial Regulations of Council                              (F20/10)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
Resolved to recommend: (a)That with the exception of Paragraphs 15 and 70, the amounts listed in the Financial Regulations should remain at the same level as 2008/2009. 

(b) That Paragraph 15 should be amended to read:

15.  The Clerk in consultation with the Mayor or Deputy Mayor may incur expenditure on behalf of the Council which is necessary to carry out any repair replacement or other work which is of such extreme urgency that it must be done at once, whether or not there is any budgetary provision for the expenditure, subject to a limit of £2,000.  The Clerk shall report the action to the Council as soon as practicable thereafter.
(c) That Paragraph 70 should be amended to read:
70  No property shall be sold, leased or otherwise disposed of without the authority of the Council, together with any other consents required by law, save where the estimated value of any one item of tangible movable property does not exceed £200. 
Also resolved to recommend:
(a) That paragraph 56(ii) should be amended to read:

56(ii)  Contracts for works under £10,000 shall be placed on the basis of the lowest tender/quotation received unless by other specific direction of the Council.


Wherever possible a minimum of three tenders or quotations shall be obtained for the consideration of the Council. Only in the most exceptional circumstances is a single tender acceptable.

(b) That Paragraph 60 should be amended to read:

60  If fewer than three tenders are received for contracts above £10,000 or if all the tenders are identical the Council may make such arrangements as it thinks fit for procuring the goods or materials or executing the works.
7. Risk Assessment  (F21/10)
The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
Resolved to recommend: That the following should be included in the Risk Assessment Schedule:
Two staff references to be obtained for all appointments and references received to be kept until 2 years after the end of the employment period.
8. Grass cutting and weedkilling      (F22/10)
The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. 
After some discussion it was concluded that although the Highways Department would sweep the roads the town’s pavements also needed attention. Therefore, it was:

Resolved: That the Clerk should investigate the cost of buying or hiring a mini-sweeper for use on pavements.
9. Swimming in Sandy
(F23/10)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
The Mayor reported on an e-mail he had received from Central Bedfordshire Council which said that the requests in the town’s petition would be included in a review of the Capital Programme in September.  In the meantime the Head of Leisure Services would be asked to contact the Clerk to discuss swimming in Sandy.  

He also said that he had received a letter from Mr Jaeger on behalf of the Governors of Sandye Place School asking if the Town Council wanted to use the pool there this summer.

Resolved: (a) That it was not possible to arrange summer swimming at Sandye Place School this year but that a Working Group should be appointed to investigate the prospect for 2011, with a view to obtaining a grant towards the scheme from Central Bedfordshire Council.
(b) That the working group should consist of Cllrs White, Sutton, Blaine and Bartlett together with Cllr Aldis as a liaison with Sandye Place School and that Mr Jaeger should also be asked to join the group.
(c) That the Clerk should emphasise to the Head of Leisure Services that Sandye Place pool is a public facility and should be made available to the community without draconian charges.  It should also be suggested that the pool could be used in the evenings during term time for swimming lessons as well as for informal swimming in the holidays.

10. Action for Market Towns Convention  (F24/10)
The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
Resolved: That the Clerk be requested to attend the Convention on 12th and 13th October on the Town Council’s behalf.
11. Highways Liaison Report

(F25/10)

Cllr Pettitt’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. Cllr Pettitt updated Members on any further progress.

Resolved: That Members be requested to send Cllr Pettitt notification of lengths of pavement that they consider need urgent repair.  These will be forwarded to Mr Joyce for him to decide which stretches should take priority for repairs.
Cllr Wellbourn left the meeting at this point.

12. Central Bedfordshire Council Safety Advisory Group
(F26/10)

The letter from Central Bedfordshire Council, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
Resolved: That the Clerk be requested to write to the Chairperson of the group asking if it is a statutory body and what powers it has.  She should also confirm that the Town Council is not organising any events and suggest they contact groups in the town which have organised events in the past.
Cllr Osborne joined the meeting at this point.
13. Minutes of the Communications Sub-committee  (F27/10)

The minutes of the meeting held on 24th May, which had been previously circulated were received and considered. The contents were noted.
14. Minutes of the Dog Control and Enforcement Working Group

 (F28/10)

The minutes of the meeting held on 17th June, which had been previously circulated were received and considered.
Resolved: That decisions taken under Item 4. Dog Control Order should be changed to resolved items.
*15. Confidential item (F29/10)

Cllr Aldis, having previously declared a prejudicial interest in this item, left the meeting at this point.
Cllr Jones left the meeting before the conclusion of this item.

SEE PART II – EXEMPT CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES – 

MINUTE NO F14/10
16.  Press Release (F30/10)

Resolved:  That a press release be issued with regard to the forthcoming works taking place in the car park.
*Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Sections (8 & 9) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “The amount of any expenditure proposed to be incurred by the authority under any particular contract for the acquisition of property or the supply of goods or services” and “Any terms proposed or to be proposed by or to the authority in the course of negotiations for a contract for the acquisition or disposal of property of the supply of goods or services”, the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.  

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
SUPPLEMENTARY 12.7.10

DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	CENTRAL BEDS NOTIFIED
	CENTRAL BEDS DECISION

	25/06/10

49/10


	CB/10/02208/  FULL

Mr A Applegate

1 Edward Close

Sandy

SG19 1JT


	Full application for single storey rear extension at 1 Edward Close, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 2 Edward Close, 6 Malaunay Place, 17 Rutland Gardens, Sandy notified.


	Resolved: No objections
	F&GP

12/07/10

13/07/10
	

	28/06/10

50/10 
	CB/10/01717/ FULL

Mr Partridge

34 Girtford Crescent

Sandy

SG19 1HR
	Full application for Re-develop existing conservatory by increasing length and building new framework and roof at 34 Girtford Crescent, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 33,35 Girtford Crescent, 2,3,4 Spring Grove, Sandy notified. 
	Resolved: No objections
	F&GP

12/07/10

13/07/10
	

	02/07/10

51/10


	CB/10/02126/  FULL

Sandy Town Council

10 Cambridge Road

Sandy

SG19 1JE


	Full application for installation of Youth Shelter next to the skatepark at Sunderland Road, Sandy, Beds.
	Resolved: The Town Council supports this application to increase provision for young people at the recreation ground.
	F&GP

12/07/10

13/07/10
	

	03/07/10

52/10
	CB/10/02261/ ADV

Food Programme Delivery Orchid Group

Old Bank Building

Hanover Street

Manchester


	Advertisement Consent for 2 x illuminated fascia signs, 10 x informative signs, 2 x illuminated totem signs, 1 x illuminated canopy fascia sign at Somerfields, Girtford Bridge, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours Manhattan Corporation Ltd, Holiday Inn, Sandy notified.
	Resolved: No objections
	F&GP

12/07/10

13/07/10
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